Using simple laboratory media, DNase, and superoxol tests, it was possible to identify B catarrhalis and to distingish it from pathogenic and non-pathogenic Neisseria species.
The unresolved problem of classification and differentiation of the family Neisseriaceae has a long history. In 1906 Von Lingelsheim' first described the identification system for Gram negative cocci using microscopic and macroscopic features and carbohydrate reactions. The same year Kutscher2 and subsequently Arkwright (1 1018) , N elongata (10660), N cinerea (10294).
All the clinical isolates of B catarrhalis, N perflava, and N lactamica were primarily identified by using previously described laboratory criteria,' 3 comprising morphology, oxidase and catalase reactions, and rapid carbohydrate utilisation tests (RCUT). 4 All the test strains and NCTC strains were examined for DNase 
